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BA (Hons) Professional Practice in Arts 
Information Sheet
2015/2016 Academic Year Entry

Thank you for your inquiry about the BA (Hons) Professional Practice in Arts (BAPP Arts) degree. This information sheet explains a bit about the programme and contains information that you might need to fill out your direct-entry application for Middlesex University. You can send your application as an email to wbsadmissions@mdx.ac.uk.
BAPP Arts Course Overview
Career Benefits

· Enhances existing professional practice and career progression through personal development and self-managed learning;

· Consolidates and expands professional networks by updating existing networking and communication skills;

· Builds confidence in managing professional experience to create a pathway for further study;

· Converts an academic or professional diploma or certificate, foundation degree or practice-based experience into a recognised honours degree.

Special Features

· Study is focused on developing professional practice by examining and exploring the issues that are important to you through professional inquiry;

· Innovative programme designed to address the needs of professionals from creative and cultural industries including art, design, performing arts and media;

· Student learning is developed through the use of social networking web tools and supported through campus sessions;

· Academic advisers facilitate learning throughout the programme.

Programme Content
The content of the course focuses on the exploration and understanding of practice with the introduction of relevant knowledge and skills to reflect on and evaluate workplace learning. Participants develop their professional practice through engagement with a range of learning activities culminating in a major practice-based project referred to as the professional inquiry. Current practice-based experience is essential and all applicants are expected to show that they will be engaged in practice either full time, part-time, paid or voluntary, or through professional engagements. 

The programme is delivered using a university virtual learning environment, online social networking tools, and campus sessions. Individual academic advisers are provided for students on the course. Students will be expected to have regular access to the web and email for the distance-learning element of the programme. This blended approach allows students to access individual support and to interact with other students in the BAPP Arts network. We recommend that students attend the campus sessions in London although we acknowledge professional engagements may make this difficult on occasions. 

Modules
Students are assigned tasks that involve: creating blogs and wikis; reflective reports; written reports; audio-visual resources, professional artefacts, inquiry projects, and oral presentations. Students will engage in reflection upon their practice, and be expected to communicate with other students and other professionals about their studies, work and ideas. The focus is on the establishing practice of the student rather than content ‘owned’ or ‘held’ by the University. The programme introduces higher education capabilities and skills and develops professional practice. This approach builds in complexity leading to planning and carrying out a final professional inquiry designed to inform and benefit professional practice. 
The programme consists of three main modules at Level 6:
· Establishing Professional Practice (30 Credits) - Compulsory

· Principles of Professional Inquiry (30 Credits) - Compulsory

· Professional Inquiry (60 Credits) – Compulsory
We also have a Recognition of Learning module (15 credits and accreditation of prior learning at Level 4 and/or 5) that is not required for all applicants but allows experienced practitioners to gain academic credit to enter the programme. 

Assessments are based on a range of stated criteria, but we value an overall commitment by the student to engage in meaningful dialogue on the issues and topics covered in the programme. The programme gives prominence to a number of core themes, which are realised through assignments and interaction between the learning community of students and tutors. 
Themes in the programme include:
· Establishing and developing reflexive practice

· Application of communication technologies

· Professional networking

· Professional ethics, inquiry planning and tools 

· Carrying out a professional inquiry in the workplace
Entry requirements

Candidates who wish to apply for BAPP Arts should hold one of the following qualifications:

· At least two years prior successful undergraduate study in an appropriate subject, an ordinary degree or foundation degree in an appropriate subject;

· A Trinity College London National Diploma or Certificate in Professional Dance, Professional Musical Theatre, Professional Acting or Professional Production Skills;

· Other professional qualifications that are judged to be equivalent to 240 credits (QCF levels 4 & 5);
· A number of ISTD qualifications are recognised for entry on to BAPP Arts;

· Any candidate who does not hold the any of the above qualifications but has a minimum of 3 years professional experience can apply for the ‘experienced practitioner’ Recognition of Learning route.
Funding Support 
*Please refer to the BA (Hons) Professional Practice in Arts Fees Chart and the BAPP Arts Fees Schedule for information about university fees and Student Finance England loans.

Application Process and Further Information

Application is made directly to Middlesex University not via UCAS. Initial selection is made on the basis of an application form and successful candidates may be called for interview in person or by telephone. Application forms and further information are also available directly from our web pages at www.mdx.ac.uk/bapp. Applications should be sent to wbsadmissions@mdx.ac.uk
Applications
Applications can be found on our website http://www.mdx.ac.uk and made at any time during the year for either the September or February start dates. Please send your application in good time to ensure that you get all the relevant information and enrolment emails before the start of term. The application deadline for the September 2015 will be mid-month September (at the discretion of the Programme Leader). The application deadline is January 2016 for the February 2016 start of classes (at the discretion of the Programme Leader).
Please feel free to contact the Programme Leader for further discussion about the course content and the BAPP Arts programme. 

Dr Paula Nottingham

Tel: +44 (0) 20 8411 5087

Mobile: 07799033978

Email: p.nottingham@mdx.ac.uk
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More Information

Campus: 
The programme tutors will be based at our Hendon Campus.
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