
Glossary of chords

The glossary of chords below indicates the meanings of the chord symbols used in pieces published 
by Trinity. It is not intended that these examples represent the way each chord must be arranged 
within the pieces; candidates should use their judgement to choose spacing and arrangement of the 
notes according to the most convenient fingering. Single fingered or fully fingered chords can be used 
at the candidate’s discretion, though in the higher grades the chords required may not be available as 
single fingered chords. 

The following examples indicate the meaning of the chord requirements across Initial–Grade 8:


C C‹ C6 C‹6 C7 CŒ„Š7 C‹7


C‹7(b5) Cº Cº7 C& C9 C„ˆˆ9 C‹9


C7(#5) C7(b9) C“4 C“2 C7(b5) C/G
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