
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The diagram below shows a possible room set up.  The actual set up will obviously depend on the position of the door(s) and the size of 

the room, but there are some important points which should be followed in all cases: 

1. The drumkit should be set up so that the candidate is facing sideways to the examiner, and not facing the examiner.  This position allows 

the examiner to see the candidate’s feet and hands, and the ride cymbal. 

2. There should be at least 3m, and preferably more, between the examiner’s chair and the nearest part of the drumkit to enable a good 

balance of sound between the drumkit and the backing tracks.    

3. The stage /digital piano should be positioned so that the candidate is facing sideways to the examiner, and not facing the examiner.  It is 

vital that the examiner can see the keys of the instrument. 

4. Speakers should be raised on speaker stands in the corners of the room, and should be able to be rotated as necessary towards 

candidates so that they can hear backing tracks clearly.  It is perfectly acceptable for centres to provide additional foldback speakers for 

drumkit candidates, or for candidates to use headphones for backing tracks, but please note that in all exams, the examiner will play the 

backing tracks. 

5. Guitar, bass, and vocals candidates must have sufficient space in the room to place an amplifier, a chair, a music stand,  a microphone 

and a microphone stand without having to move the drumkit or the digital piano.  There must be at least 2m between the position of 

guitar, bass, and vocals candidates and the examiner’s table. 

6. The examiner’s table should be of sufficient size to accommodate paperwork and a laptop computer and have space for the examiner 

to write the report; a second table to the side of the desk is useful to place a mixer/CD player etc. 

7. Power points should be situated near the examiner’s table; and/or an extension cable with at least 4 sockets should be provided.  It is 

preferable that leads do not go across the main floor area, but if this is unavoidable then all leads should be taped securely to the floor.   

8. Stereo leads of good quality should be provided by the centre to connect the examiner’s laptop to the sound system (i.e. one end must 

be a small phono jack plug to fit into the headphone socket on the examiner’s laptop).  

9. The examiner’s chair – if possible, the centre should provide an office type with adjustable height and swivel facility. 

10.  If a recording studio with no natural light, then an additional table lamp may need to be provided for the examiner. 
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